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• 	Spacious	studio,	one-	and	two-bedroom	floor	plans,
each	meticulously	designed	to	provide	comfort,
convenience	and	style.

• 	Our	dedicated	team	provides	around-the-clock
compassionate	care	and	support	for	those	who	require
assistance	with	daily	living.

• 	A	vibrant,	pedestrian-friendly	neighborhood	near
Kingsdale	and	Five	Points	allows	for	walkability	to
shopping,	restaurants	and	parks.

• 	Gourmet	meals	crafted	from	the	freshest	ingredients,
with	menus	that	balance	flavor	and	nutrition.

• 	Personalized	enrichment	and	wellness	programs,
invigorating	fitness	classes,	stimulating	educational
seminars,	creative	arts	and	crafts,	and	much	more.

• 	Carefully	curated	spaces	designed	for	relaxation	and
rejuvenation	while	inspiring	peace	and	contentment.

A	vibrant	and	fulfilling	lifestyle	awaits	at	The	Coventry,	where	independent	and	
assisted	living	merge	seamlessly	in	the	heart	of	Upper	Arlington.

Located	near	Kingsdale	and	Five	Points,	our	walkable	environment	complements	
your	active	and	engaging	lifestyle	while	our	community	offers:

TheCoventrySeniorLiving.com	|	3240	Tremont	Road	|	Columbus,	OH	43221

Schedule	a	lunch	visit	and	personal	tour	today	by	calling	614.967.9697.

EXPERIENCE UNPARALLELED SENIOR LIVING 

AT THE COVENTRY



Our team of talented, 
local experts are ready 
to help you find your 
next address.

TOM GOECKE
Principal Broker
614.335.2072
tgoecke@crawfordhoying.com
addresscrawfordhoying.com



When Upper Arlington was last showcased 
within Columbus Monthly magazine in 
2019, we had just celebrated turning 100, 
and we took the opportunity to 
share some of our hopes and 
plans for the future. Fast for-
ward to today, and not only have 
we made significant progress 
toward reaching our goals, we 
have inspired a movement of 
transformation that is reaching 
across our community in many 
exciting and innovative ways.

We are building a first of its 
kind, six-story community center 
at the heart of our community. 
When it opens in spring 2025, 
the Bob Crane Community 
Center will provide UA with a 
new level of health and wellness 
opportunities. Just as impor-
tantly, it will provide a place for 
new and longtime residents to 
come together. We know that 
community isn’t just build-
ings, so we are partnering with various 
civic groups, led by the City’s Community 
Relations Committee, on innovative 
initiatives to welcome new residents and 
support diversity within our community.

The city is not alone in investing in our 
community. The Upper Arlington Schools 
has transformed its facilities to match the 
exceptional academic, cultural and sports 

opportunities it provides its students. 
The business community is thriving, with 
exciting redevelopment projects transform-

ing our commercial districts—
expanding housing, amenities, 
shopping and dining options 
within walkable, attractive com-
mercial districts. Whatever the 
market, home prices are holding 
their value, and residents contin-
ue to demonstrate their confi-
dence in our future by undertak-
ing extensive home renovations 
and upgrades.

None of this new investment 
can work if we do not take care 
of the core functions of govern-
ment. We are continuing to re-
invest in our streets, sidewalks, 
parks, safety services and public 
facilities at record levels. UA is 
rich with opportunities for our 
community to gather, thanks to 
an extensive network of public 
parks and recreation facilities, 

and a busy calendar of special events and 
activities.

We believe this is the right time to rein-
troduce Upper Arlington to the region. If you 
don’t know much about UA, we invite you to 
learn why our special community continues 
to have some of the most desirable ZIP 
codes within a rapidly changing region.

Sincerely,

INSIDE

Preparing our 
students to

SERVE, 
LEAD and 
SUCCEED
yesterday, 
today and 
tomorrow
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Brendan King, 
President, Upper Arlington City Council

Steve Schoeny, 
Upper Arlington City Manager

Brendan King

Steve Schoeny

EMBRACING 
DIVERSITY 
Upper Arlington 
is working to 
become a more 
inclusive and 
welcoming 
community.

TIGHTENING 
COMMUNITY 
BONDS FOR THE 
GREATER GOOD 
How UA city 
leaders, commu-
nity groups and 
residents are 
working toward 
building a more 
welcoming and 
connected place

BUILDING 
A HEALTHY 
BUSINESS 
COMMUNITY 
UA is thriving 
economically, 
from commer-
cial districts and 
retail to redevel-
opment projects 
and restaurants.

HOMES FOR ALL 
STAGES OF LIFE 
Upper Arlington 
is making 
room for young 
professionals, 
established 
families, seniors 
and everyone 
in-between.

TRANSFORMED 
FACILITIES 
Upper Arlington 
schools are 
adapting to meet 
modern needs.

ON THE COVER:  Attendees at the UA Pride festival in June | Photo: Josh Rodstein



Dr. Stephen Wiseman, 
your local board certified, fellowship 
trained shoulder, elbow and knee 
specialist in your community. 
With OhioHealth Orthopedic 
Surgeons. 

He specializes in all conditions 
of the shoulder and elbow 
including arthritis, tendinitis, 
rotator cuff tears and all sports 
injuries as well as arthroscopic 
knee surgery. He utilizes a 
minimally invasive approach to all 
surgical procedures.

303 East Town Street Columbus,Ohio 43215  
417 Hill Road North Pickerington, Ohio 43147  

3705 Olentangy River Road 260, Columbus, Ohio 43214 
5150 East Dublin Granville Road Columbus, Ohio 43081

OhioHealth physician Group

To schedule an appointment today call (614)788.5053 | Fax: (614) 788.5100 

OhioHealth.com

Member SIPC

Caitlin M Davis, AAMS™

Financial Advisor
1840 Zollinger Road
Upper Arlington, OH 43221
614-451-6004

Life doesn't stop changing. Let's 
partner so you can enjoy all of it.

> edwardjones.comMKT-5894O-A AECSPAD

Upper Arlington 
Financial 
solutions are 

> edwardjones.com  Member SIPC

edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

> 

Life doesn’t stop changing. Let’s
partner so you can enjoy all of it.

MKT-5894O-A AECSPAD

Caitlin M Davis  
Financial Advisor

1840 Zollinger Road 
Upper Arlington, OH 43221 
614-451-6004

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

A Columbus Monthly Suburban Section

OPERATIONS MANAGER
Michelle Crossman

 
EDITORIAL

SPECIAL SECTIONS EDITOR
Ashley Alt

 
COLUMBUS MONTHLY EDITOR

Dave Ghose

 
CONTRIBUTORS

Andrew King
Mandy Shunnarah
Peter Tonguette

 
DESIGN & PRODUCTION

PAGE DESIGNERS
Kathryn Biek
Kelly Hignite

 
DIGITAL
EDITOR

Julanne Hohbach

 
ADVERTISING

MULTIMEDIA SALES MANAGERS
Heather Kritter
Adam Trabitz

 
PRODUCTION DESIGNER

Rebecca Zimmer

 
EDITORIAL/ADVERTISING 

OFFICES
605 S. Front St.

Ste. 300
Columbus, OH 43215

614-888-4567
 

Upper Arlington: A Columbus Monthly 
Suburban Section is published by Gannett. 
All contents of this magazine are copy-
righted © Gannett Co., Inc. 2023, all rights 
reserved. Reproduction or use, without 
written permission of editorial or graphic 
content in any manner is prohibited. 
Publisher assumes no responsibility for 
return of unsolicited materials.

UPPER ARLINGTON: A COLUMBUS MONTHLY SUBURBAN SECTION   NOVEMBER 2023     5



Upper Arlington is no longer the town 
you remember. The community is chang-
ing, becoming more diverse and embrac-
ing inclusivity in myriad ways, from the 
diverse representation of community 
leaders to new initiatives that make the 
city a more welcoming place. 

Ukeme Awakessien Jeter is the first 
person of color elected to Upper Arling-
ton City Council. Coming to Columbus 
from Cleveland as a single mom of 
two young children, Jeter was looking 
for a place with a “community feel” 
and proximity to Downtown. “We are a 
super outdoorsy family, so we wanted 
sidewalks and parks, similar to Shaker 
Heights,” Jeter says.  

Shortly after settling in UA, Jeter 
noticed “this feeling of ‘only,’ ” referring 

to the lack of diversity in the community. 
That became most apparent when her 
daughter came home from school one 
day asking her mom if she could straight-
en her hair. “Seeing your 5-year-old do 
things differently in order to feel like she 
belonged at school was the reason I ran 
for City Council,” Jeter says. 

Now in her second year on council 
(she was sworn in to office in Janu-
ary 2022), Jeter is making UA a more 
inclusive place. She helped bring in a 
third-party consultant to evaluate how 
the city is spending its money and 
whether the city is doing enough to 
attract diverse suppliers. In addition, 
she’s focused on attracting a diverse set 
of members to city boards and commis-
sions, looking at gender, race, socioeco-

nomics and age. “Like Kamala Harris 
said, ‘Just because I’m the first doesn’t 
mean I’m the last,’ ” Jeter says. “The 
community voted for me—that in and of 
itself was a signal of change.” 

Upper Arlington city manager Steve 
Schoeny says there is a “growing sense of 
diversity” in UA. As a result, Schoeny rec-
ognizes the community needs to “go out 
and reintroduce ourselves” to showcase 
the physical and generational changes 
that are occurring.  

City Council formed the Community 
Relations Committee with the intent of 
discussing how UA can become more 
welcoming, open and diverse. “We work 
a lot with the schools, making sure they 
have a welcoming component to them,” 
Schoeny says.  
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Upper Arlington is working to become a more 
inclusive and welcoming community.  

EMBRACING DIVERSITY

By Ashley Alt

City of Upper Arlington®

FEATURE

Children and adults gather 
at the Pride flag raising 
ceremony in UA.
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Pups show love at the 
UA Pride festival, too.
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On that same note, the Upper Arling-
ton Civic Association’s Neighbors Night 
out event was launched as part of the 
Community Relations Committee’s UA 
Welcome series, which aims to have a 
monthly event or program that includes 
welcoming activities for new residents. In 
fall of 2022, the Upper Arlington Schools 
also hosted an event called “The Longest 
Table,” which facilitated conversations 
about diversity, a top concern of UA 
residents. When asked in the city’s 2022 
Community Survey to identify the most 
important problem facing Upper Arling-
ton, 26 percent of respondents cited a 
lack of diversity, an increase from 3 per-
cent in the last survey. In general, survey 
feedback affirmed a need to help new 
and diverse residents feel welcome and a 
desire for increased diversity. 

To bring UA residents together in a 
less conventional way, Schoeny and 
city attorney Darren Shulman started a 
podcast called Won’t You Be Our Neigh-
bor. Every two weeks, Schoeny and 
Shulman interview an interesting person 
from Upper Arlington; past participants 
have included restaurateur Cameron 
Mitchell, Jeni Britton of Jeni’s Splen-
did Ice Creams, Dino Tripodis of radio 
station Sunny 95 (WSNY), and Ohio State 
men’s basketball coach Chris Holtmann. 
Conversation topics include volunteer 
work, what they love about UA and what 
they would change, and of course, their 
careers. “More diversity in the community 
is a fairly common theme that comes 
up on the podcast,” Shulman says. “We 
make sure we capture the history of UA, 
and the other piece is acknowledging that 
it’s changing.” 

“Upper Arlington is a family-focused 
community,” Schoeny says. “We want our 
kids to be exposed to and prepared for 
the wider world. And when you see your 
community not reflective of the wider 
world, that’s an issue. We want every-
one to feel like they are welcome here 
because that is the right thing to do.”  

Kathy Adams is another excellent 
example of the evolving UA. In November 
2021—the same year that voters elected 
Jeter—Adams became Upper Arlington 
City Council’s first LGBTQ+ member. 
Speaking on why she decided to talk 
about her sexual orientation as she ran 
for office, Adams says “it happened 
organically.” She continues, “I got more 
comfortable with it over time because I 
thought it was important to make myself 
vulnerable to make other people feel 
comfortable to come out as well.” 

Adams explains “things have changed 
so much” from when she was in school, 
and even on a national level, as there 
were no role models or examples of 
how to have a family if you didn’t fit the 
historical, cookie-cutter mold.  

As the first-elected LGBTQ+ mem-
ber of council, Adams aims to ensure 
businesses in UA reflect the new 
Upper Arlington, representing wom-
en-owned businesses, LGBTQ+-owned 
businesses and minority-owned 
businesses. “I have been having meet-
ings with the CRC, also meeting with 
different Black-owned businesses 
around town and capital providers in 
that space,” Adams says, asking them 
questions like “What would interest 
you in coming here?” and “How can 
we do better with our image?” 

repeatable relationships in 
Central Ohio and beyond for 

34 years and counting.

www.exxcel.com | 614.621.4500

Developing and 
constructing repeatable 
relationships in Central 
Ohio and beyond for 34 

years and counting.
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A group of 
artisans at St. 

Mark’s Culture 
and Artisans Fair.
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City of Upper Arlington®

The Pride event is another important 
way to change the community, Adams 
says. “Anecdotally, so many kids identify 
as part of that community,” she says of 
Pride. 2023 was also the first year UA 
had a Cherry Blossom celebration, a tra-
dition in Japanese culture, semi-related 
to the Asian Festival, which celebrates 
the largest minority group in UA.  

As for new initiatives being put into 
place to encourage diversity, the city 
recently hosted a Minority Business 
Enterprise procurement fair, dedicated to 
making new connections with organi-
zations committed to diversity efforts. 
Community leaders are also in the pro-
cess of implementing sensitivity training 
by Equality Ohio, an LGBTQ+ advocacy 
organization that Adams co-founded.  

UA’s Pride festival features entertain-
ment, resources, booths and LGBTQ+ 
vendors like coffee shops and bakeries. 
“It’s about letting the students of UA 
know that the community supports them 
and is here for them,” Adams says. The 

Pediatric surgeon. Nonprofit board member. Topiary artist.
A life well planned allows you to

LIVE YOUR
LIFE.

While you may not be a pediatric surgeon volunteering 

your topiary talents at a children’s hospital – your life 

is just as unique. Backed by sophisticated resources, a 

Raymond James financial advisor can help you plan for 

what’s important to you. That’s LIFE WELL PLANNED.

Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., member 
FINRA/SIPC. © 2023 Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/
SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Raymond James 
Financial Services Advisors, Inc. 23-BDMKT-5945 BV 3/23

Whitney T. Logan, CFP®, CLU, ChFC, CRPS
Founder and President
Registered Principal, RJFS
3100 Tremont Rd Ste 110 // Columbus, OH 43221
whitney.logan@raymondjames.com
614.442.0214
raymondjames.com/loganreed
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Pride festival also includes a family-ori-
ented event with a panel of speakers 
guiding parents on how to support their 
LGBTQ+ student. 

“Our 2022 community survey really 
backs us up in taking even more steps,” 
Adams says. “It’s really important for 
people to partner with people in the 
schools as kids can be bullied,” Adams 
adds. “I would love to have community 
speakers and facilitations to try and 
create a safe space for kids, where they 
can share their negative and positive 
experiences.”  

Another Pride supporter is the Rev. 
Vicki Zust, who recently celebrated her 
two-year anniversary as the rector at 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church on Dorset 
Road. Zust says she was attracted to the 
church because “it has something for 
everybody.” 

In addition, Zust was drawn to the 
church’s promise to “strive for justice 
and peace and respect for every human 
being.” Diversity, equity and inclusion P
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Arts on Arlington festival  
this past summer

2023

Both Denise and Scott were recognized by Best Lawyers® 2023 for Family Law.

1320 Dublin Road, Suite 101 • Columbus, OH 43215 • www.friedmanmirman.com

Schedule a  
consultation, today!
614-221-0090

We can help.

DENISE MIRMAN SCOTT N. FRIEDMAN

We’ll help you through your divorce  
with expertise and responsiveness.

A New Campaign
The city of Upper Arlington is launching a 

campaign to bring the community together 
in a fun and interesting way. The “We Are UA” 
campaign, an outgrowth of the Won’t You Be 
Our Neighbor podcast, will begin sometime 
in 2024. The campaign will feature targeted 
snippets of video, highlighting interesting 
people in the UA community.

UA residents celebrate 
Juneteenth.
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City of Upper Arlington®

www.coainc.net / (614) 442-3130 

 All Physicians are Board CertifiedPeter Kourlas, M.D.

 Nse Ntukidem, M.D. Thomas Sweeney, M.D. Emily Saul,  D.O. Anish Parikh, M.D. Joy Tang, M.D. 

Jarred Burkar t,  M.D. Shabana Dewani, M.D. Andrew Grainger, M.D. Joseph Hofmeister,  M.D.   Augustine Hong, M.D.  Elizabeth Kander, M.D. Erin M. Ber tino, M.D.

Kav ya Krishna, M.D. 

 Erin Macrae, M.D. Shylaja  Mani,  M.D.

Westerville Cancer Center 
 300 Polaris Parkway, Suite 330 

Westerville, OH 43082

Jasonway Cancer Center
810 Jasonway Ave. 

Columbus, Ohio 43214 

Dublin Cancer Center 
6700 Perimeter Drive 
Dublin, Ohio 43016

efforts are not something that are carried 
out “because it’s nice to do,” Zust says. 
“This means we work hard at things. We 
are a sponsor for the Pride festival. We 
respect the dignity of Pleasant Litchford. 
You have to tell the truth of who we are 
and how we got here.”  

(Pleasant Litchford was an enslaved, 
master blacksmith who purchased his 
freedom in 1828, settling in what later 
became Upper Arlington and accumulat-
ing 227 acres. Less than a century after 
his death, the Upper Arlington school 
district began to build a school on top 
of a Black cemetery on his former land, 
uncovering 25 sets of human remains. 
Wanting to preserve Litchford’s history, 
Upper Arlington City Schools, the city 
of UA, Equal UA and others are shar-
ing more about Litchford’s life and the 
impact he and his descendants had on 
Central Ohio.) 

Zust spearheaded a new community 
event this year, the Culture and Artisans 
Fair, that showcased the works of immi-

grant artists. She got involved initially 
through a church-sponsored family seek-
ing asylum in the United States. 

“One of the parishioners was con-
nected to an organization that helps 
asylum seekers,” Zust says. “We asked 
what we could do that would raise 
awareness about immigrants and asy-
lum seekers that would be meaningful 
to the community.”  

Because there is such an appetite for 
arts festivals around Columbus, Zust 
came up with the idea to create a place 

where asylum seekers could create and 
sell their wares. The parish needed help 
connecting with the artisans, so the city 
provided a $1,000 community relations 
grant to support the first-time event. 

“One of the artisans brought their 
Ethiopian coffee, but everything else 
was handcrafted,” Zust says, including a 
woman who made scarves, women from 
Afghanistan who made clothing, and a 
woman who was doing henna tattoos. 
“We hired high schoolers to play jazz for 
the day, people from UA and outside of 
UA came, and most importantly, most of 
the artisans made an entire month’s rent 
in that one day,” she says. 

Hoping the Culture and Artisans Fair 
becomes a yearly event, St. Mark’s is 
aiming to hold this celebration the first 
weekend of May.   

“The challenge, of course, is to create 
an environment where people feel wel-
come and safe,” Zust says. “The chal-
lenge for those of us established here is 
to remember that and work at that.”

Ukeme 
Awakessien 
Jeter
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If anything good came from the COVID 
pandemic, it’s that the city of Upper 
Arlington realized just how important it is 
to strengthen community bonds and give 
residents points of connection. Through 
renewed efforts to welcome new res-
idents, improve parks and recreation, 
facilitate more cultural events, and build 
community spaces, Upper Arlington 
used a time of turbulence and isolation 
to bring people together in meaningful 
and safe ways.  

Local physician Dr. Jason Sayat is one 
of nine volunteers on the Community 
Relations Committee, which welcomes 
new residents by introducing them to 
all the resources and amenities UA has 

to offer, as well as organizing a “buddy 
system” where longtime residents invite 
newer neighbors out to functions.  

“We felt established organizations 
were a good starting point. For example, 
we have a group in town called Equal UA, 
which looks at diversity and inclusion, and 
we have the Upper Arlington Historical 
Society, the UA Civic Association and 
the UA Police Department. Those are the 
organizations that were involved during 
the first four months of the welcome 
series that came up with ideas for events 
specifically aimed at new residents,” 
Sayat says.  

But the welcome doesn’t stop after 
four months–UA has too much to offer 

after that.  
“We have a monthly event or program 

put on by our groups, and that builds 
into the spring with our public library, 
Leadership UA, and a long list of groups 
who are now lining up to be part of 
this,” Sayat continues. “We felt like one 
welcome event wasn’t going to cover all 
the endeavors, as well as all the different 
perspectives that our various groups and 
residents bring to the table.”  

The CRC not only welcomes new 
residents moving to town but also works 
to ensure all residents feel included. The 
group recently launched a grant program 
for community organizers that has helped 
fund cultural events like UA Pride and St. 

How UA city leaders, community groups and 
residents are working toward building a more 

welcoming and connected place 

TIGHTENING COMMUNITY BONDS 
FOR THE GREATER GOOD

By Mandy Shunnarah 

City of Upper Arlington®
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A rendering of the Bob 
Crane Community Center
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Mark’s Culture and Artisans Fair, which 
adds to the cultural fabric of the area 
and dovetails nicely with the city of 
Upper Arlington’s diversity, equity and 
inclusion efforts, which include pro-
gramming for Black History Month, Pride 
Month and Juneteenth.  

“The city wants to be inclusive of any-
body who wants to come here and host 
any type of event with their organiza-
tion,” says assistant city manager Jackie 
Thiel. “I think it really brings awareness 
to different opinions and different 
ways of living, so when you bring that 
awareness to people who may not have 
experienced it before, it just helps us 
understand each other and make UA a 
more inclusive community.” 

In addition to welcoming new resi-
dents and inclusion efforts, the city of 
Upper Arlington is continually investing in 
infrastructure that helps foster connectiv-
ity. While lockdown orders were in effect 
during the pandemic and people longed 
to escape their homes for the outdoors, 
the city used this opportunity to contin-
ue increasing access to sidewalks and 
shared-use paths that connect residential 
areas to UA’s cultural and commercial 
areas–including parks and schools, 
making it easier to bike to work and 
school–as well as revitalize the amenities 
at local parks.  

Revitalizing local parks included 
updating UA’s most popular park, 
Northam, which is next to the Main 
Library.  

“Northam Park is central to commu-
nity life in UA,” says Debbie McLaughlin, 
director of parks and recreation. “Over 
the years, we’ve been making drainage 
improvements, grading the ball fields, 
replacing the playground equipment, 
and we put in a history walk for our city 
centennial in 2018.”  

While Northam Park may be the most 
visited park in the city, it’s far from the 
only community outdoor space to enjoy.   

“Each park is unique. Some are very 
active with athletic fields, playgrounds 
and shelters, then we have some very 
nature-based parks that have naturalized 
areas,” McLaughlin says, describing the 
naturalized parks as an “oasis in the city.” 

Even more of an oasis are the com-
munity pools spread throughout the city, 

which McLaughlin and her team are con-
tinuing to make improvements on. With 
the lap pools, toddler and baby pools and 
general swimming pools, it’s easy to cool 
off in UA in the summertime.   

The Parks and Rec Department works 
hard to create and maintain spaces for all 
to enjoy–and “all” includes any financially 
disadvantaged person who lives or works 
in the city.   

“To allow people to participate in our 
organized programs, we started a finan-
cial assistance program last year called 
Play UA,” McLaughlin says. “On most of 
our financial transactions, like registering 
for a program or purchasing a pass to the 
pool, we charge a $1 transaction fee that 
goes into our Play UA fund. Then people 
who qualify for assistance receive an 
automatic 50 percent discount on their 
programs and membership fees.”  

Since then, the department has seen 
more people joining and participating 
thanks to the assistance program. And 
UA officials expect even more individuals 
and families will be eager to take part in 
fun activities when the new Bob Crane 
Community Center is complete in 2025.  

Not having a community center never 
stopped UA Parks and Rec from offering 
an abundance of programs, though it did 
force them to get innovative.  

“Our staff has been very creative in 
creating partnerships with different 
businesses. We’ve had dance classes at 
local dance studios and cooking classes 

tique 
Inspire your style 

LIVERPOOL® 
LOS ANGELES 

CLOTHING• ACCESSORIES JEWELRY • GIFTS 

LOCATED AT THE SHOPS 
ON LANE AVENUE
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Bike and scooter riding at 
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Over 1/2 acre with a swimming pool! 
Gorgeous, updated 5 bedroom, 3 full and 
2 half bath home. Amazing basement 
renovation.

$999,000
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A New UA 
Gathering Spot 

The UA community has been consid-
ering the community center issue for 
40-plus years. Next year, that dream will 
come true. Currently under construction 
and expected to be complete in 2025, 
the $85 million project will house a 
plethora of amenities in addition to be-
ing adjacent to the senior living facility, 
providing seniors with a way to stay ac-
tive and combat loneliness. (There are 
several options for older adults in UA 
including the Coventry, First Community 
Village and Sunrise Senior Living.) 

“We’ll have two gymnasiums with 
hardwood floors, a third gym with a 
rubberized surface, a walking track, 
other indoor fitness, a swimming pool 
and then a variety of different meet-
ing rooms,” says Debbie McLaughlin, 
director of UA’s Parks and Recreation 
Department.  

“The water slide will even have a 
virtual component so you can see how 
fast you’re going,” adds assistant city 
manager Jackie Thiel. “There’s going 
to be an indoor playground and indoor 
cafe space that’s free to the public, so 
you don’t have to be a member to enjoy 
it.” 

More than anything, the Bob Crane 
Community Center will be a much-need-
ed gathering space. Parks and Rec’s 
programming is so popular that spaces 
tend to fill up. The community center is 
designed to change that. 

“It’ll be a great opportunity to get peo-
ple together and meet their neighbors 
they may not otherwise see because 
everybody is doing things individually,” 
McLaughlin says. “We know there’s de-
mand and interest for our programming, 
so we’re looking forward to having this 
great facility so we can really meet the 
needs of our community.” 

When it comes to fundraising, Upper 
Arlington Community Foundation 
executive director Jessica Grisez says, 
“It takes a village,” which is illustrated 
in the wide range of donations that the 
community center project drew, from 
lemonade stand funds to a lead gift of 
$2 million.  

“It’s a testament to this community,” 
Grisez says. “People gave to this com-
munity center and really came together, 
coming out of the woodwork for such 
a monumental project, which is what a 
community center is meant to do.”
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SEagleson@KW.com
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$999,000

Outstanding dentistry made accessible to all.
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Suite 100 Westerville, 
OH 43082

(614) 882-4032

office@tzagournis.com

at businesses that have kitchens. We uti-
lize school facilities gyms, and park shel-
ters, so we’re all over the place. But that 
does make our classes limited because 
if we can’t find an appropriate facility for 
a class then we can’t offer it,” McLaugh-
lin says. “So, bringing everything together 
under one facility is going to change 
everything. Families will be able to plan 
activities for everyone. If someone wants 
to work out in a fitness area, their child 
can be in another program, and all their 
activities can take place concurrently.”  

The community center was made 
possible, in part, thanks to the Upper 
Arlington Community Foundation’s fund-
raising campaign, which brought in $8.1 
million from UA residents to contribute 
toward the cost. With this project, the 
foundation has truly come full circle–at 
the time the foundation was established 
in 2007, it was created in lieu of a com-
munity center. While the Bob Crane Com-
munity Center is the foundation’s largest 
project to date, it’s far from the only way 
the organization supports initiatives that 
bring the people of UA together.  

“We love helping to elevate our local 
nonprofits, like our libraries. We made 
a lead grant to their early learning play 
areas, and we made a grant to Tri-Village 
Chamber and Rainbow UA for some DEI 
training for local UA businesses,” says 
Upper Arlington Community Foundation 
executive director Jessica Grisez. “It’s all 
those smaller initiatives that really make 
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UA home.” 
The Foundation is also in charge of 

the Good Neighbor Fund.    
“We’re really proud of that because 

[the fund] supports local residents with 
financial assistance for living expens-
es, medical bills, etc. We want to show 
people that there’s a safety net in UA, 
and it’s neighbors helping neighbors,” 
Grisez adds.  

Overall, making UA a great place to 
live and work requires the city and its 
community partners to actively listen 
to residents–a task the community 
takes seriously. In a 2022 survey, the 
city asked how welcoming residents 
felt UA was. Knowing the next city 
survey will be coming in two years, the 
city and community groups, especially 
the Community Relations Commit-
tee, are buckling down and working 
to improve the sense of welcome in 
Upper Arlington.  

Community leaders hope the next 
survey will show some measurable 

improvement.  
As Upper Arlington grows and chang-

es, city leaders are more committed than 
ever to meeting the needs of all its resi-

dents, and the people are at the heart of 
every initiative and decision. Grisez says 
it best: “We’re making leaps and bounds 
for the community.”

Walking path at 
Northam Park

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION



As one of Central Ohio’s signature sub-
urbs, Upper Arlington has no shortage of 
things to recommend about it.  

“Upper Arlington benefits from a variety 
of significant factors,” says community 
development director Chad Gibson. 
“Our location is tremendous. We have 
fantastic city services. Our safety forces 
are wonderful; our schools, our neighbor-
hoods.” 

To pay for all of these unique features, 
however, requires a robust business base. 
“Income tax is the city’s lifeblood in terms 
of our budget,” says Gibson, who notes 
that, during shifts in working habits that 
took place amid the pandemic, employ-

ees who have been able to work from 
home have enhanced the city’s income 
tax revenue. 

Yet brick-and-mortar businesses 
remain a vital priority to the city still 
widely associated with the likes of such 
former residents as Woody Hayes, Jack 
Nicklaus and Beverly D’Angelo. Without 
room to grow in terms of geography, 
however, city leaders recognize they must 
grow in other ways. 

“As a landlocked, inner-ring suburb, 
we’ve got to do everything we can to 
maintain quality of life for our residents 
and our businesses,” Gibson says. 

From finance and medicine to retail 

and restaurants, businesses are flocking 
to—and staying put in—Upper Arlington 
like never before. In large part, the busi-
ness boom is attributable to a visioning 
exercise the Upper Arlington City Council 
undertook more than two decades ago, 
Gibson says.  

“It takes good leadership to get us 
where we are today,” he says. “How do 
you reinvent yourself as a landlocked 
community? We essentially designated 
seven areas of the city as planned mixed-
use districts that allowed significant 
density and walkability.” 

Lane Avenue continues to be one of 
the most striking examples of the city 

UA is thriving economically, from commercial districts 
and retail to redevelopment projects and restaurants. 

BUILDING A HEALTHY 
BUSINESS COMMUNITY

By Peter Tonguette 

City of Upper Arlington®

BUSINESS

The Arlington Gateway project is expected 
to be finished at the end of 2023.
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adopting the mixed-use model. Years 
ago, Upper Arlington annexed the land at 
the southeast corner of Lane Avenue and 
North Star Road for economic develop-
ment purposes. In time, that annexation 
resulted in the development of the soon-
to-launch Arlington Gateway. Instead of 
the Half Price Books, Pizza Hut and retail 
strip mall that once sat on the site, a huge 
complex will rise in its place. 

Among the most notable specs in 

Arlington Gateway are 139,000 square 
feet of office space, 225 apartments 
and 27,000 square feet of retail and 
restaurant space—space that will 
include a new home for the much-be-
loved Half Price Books. 

In all ways, the project promises to be 
a thoroughgoing overhaul of the area. The 
apartments diversify the city’s housing 
stock, which is top heavy with single-fam-
ily homes, and the commingling of office 

space with retail establishments and 
restaurants follows larger trends.  

“We recognize that, in many cases, 
stand-alone office parks are not as desir-
able as they once were,” Gibson says. 

Among the new Arlington Gateway 
tenants drawn to the mix of businesses 
and residences is First Merchants Bank, 
which is currently headquartered on Olen-
tangy River Road.  

“It’s a beautiful building that has really 
nice signage,” says regional president 
Jennifer Griffith of the bank’s present 
location. “It’s served us well [as] a focal 
point—as people are driving up and down 
[Route] 315, they can recognize it as the 
First Merchant building.”  Yet, after First 
Merchants was acquired by an out-of-
state bank, its needs evolved. It began 
looking for new space in the area but held 
off until the opportunity to become part of 
Arlington Gateway presented itself.  

“It’s a fantastic location,” Griffith says 
of the new space. “The amenities of 
the city and the location—the access to 

City of Upper Arlington®

COhatch on 
Lane Avenue
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We take pride in our homes and are invested  
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restaurants and shopping and groceries 
and sidewalks and common spaces; 
the ease of doing business in a vibrant 
neighborhood.”  To hear Griffith describe 
it, workers at the bank will benefit almost 
by osmosis from the atmosphere around 
them in Arlington Gateway.  

“The commercial tower at Gateway is 
full of really thriving companies and highly 
successful professionals,” she says. “The 
ability to retain and recruit top-tier talent 
at Gateway is what our future looks like.” 

Residents, visitors and workers in 
Upper Arlington will immediately take 
note of the new project, which is expected 
to serve as the home to 700 office work-
ers and more than 275 residents, says 
developer Frank Kass. 

“As you come on to Lane Avenue, 
this’ll be the first Upper Arlington building 
that you see as you’re coming down 
that stretch of commercial from Lane 
to Northwest Boulevard,” says Kass, 
chairman of Continental Real Estate Cos. 
“It’s transformative, but it’s transformative 

in terms of the number of well-paid office 
workers and apartment dwellers that 
want to be in Upper Arlington and near 
the university and so forth.” 

Similar work is ongoing and adjacent 
to Henderson Road. That’s the location of 
GOSH Enterprises, the parent company 
of BIBIBOP Asian Grill, Charley’s Philly 
Steaks and Lenny’s Grill and Subs. The 
company, owned by entrepreneur Charley 
Shin, acquired a building that had once 
served as home to CompuServe and 
later Time Warner but had been tied up in 
litigation when a private school fought to 
establish itself in the space.  

“The city prevailed, and shortly there-
after GOSH Enterprises purchased that 
property ... and had since put several 
million dollars into the building as a reno-
vation,” Gibson says. 

Also in the Henderson Road corridor 
sits the headquarters of National Church 
Residences, a nonprofit organization 
that operates senior communities in 22 
states. For decades, the company has 

been based in Upper Arlington. “They 
have been a great home city for us,” says 
company official Matt Rule. 

Yet its home campus is starting to 
show its age.  

“Conceptually, we know what our 
employees want as part of their corporate 
office experience,” Rule says. “They want 
to be in a facility that is up-to-date and is 
adapted for the new work environment. 
They want flex spaces that don’t look like 
a 1970s conference room.” 

GOSH Enterprises 
owner, Charley Shin
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THE VIEWS ARE FREE!

Sarah Eagleson
Keller Williams  

Classic Properties Realty
614-804-8470

SEagleson@KW.com

Elegant Miranova condo overlooking 
downtown and the river. One bed, den, 
and 2 baths; lovely open floor plan.

Pampered lifestyle!

$515,000

A rendering of Ohio State’s Carmenton 
innovation district

Aware of National Church Residences’ 
interest in overhauling their campus, the 
city examined the zoning in the area.   

“We came up with a PMOD [Planned 
Mixed Office District],” Gibson says. 
“If you hit a certain threshold, and that 
threshold is 10,000 square feet per acre 
of office [space], then you get to do other 
fun stuff. You get to do residential; you 
get to do retail.” 

Such a mix is appealing to Rule and 
his colleagues at National Church Resi-
dences.  

“We don’t know exactly what the future 
holds, what this office park wants to look 
like in the future, but we do know that our 
employees want something that is a more 
active and livable experience,” Rule says.  

In many ways, the template of these 
and other transformations can be found 
in Kingsdale Center, which, about 10 
years ago, began with the construction 
of a huge Giant Eagle Market District 
grocery store in lieu of what was once a 
small Big Bear store. The blue-bricked, 
historic—but long-ailing—former 
Lazarus (then Macy’s) also went by the 
wayside for new and exciting develop-
ments in its stead. 

“We have a new senior housing project 
called the Coventry that’s opened,” 
Gibson says. “We have a new, market-rate 
apartment building [with] 350-plus units 
that’s going to open in 2024. And, of 
course, our crown jewel: the community 
center, which is going to open in the first 
half of 2025.”  

Upper Arlington is also benefiting from 
development just outside of its city limits: 
Ohio State University’s nearby Carmen-
ton district consists of about 10 million 
square feet of space squarely focused 

on innovation, research and technology. 
Issues being tackled by researchers in 
the facilities range from the opioid crisis 
to cancer research. 

“You’ll have 20,000 or more people 
there learning, working,  living,” Gibson 
says. “It’s essentially a city on its own 
dropping out of the sky on our eastern 
border.” 

Although Carmenton is not part of 
Upper Arlington, the city is happy to bask 
in its neighbor’s glow—and benefit from 
all the advantages of having such a dis-
trict so close to home.   

“It’s going to benefit our businesses 
with additional revenue [from those 
who work at Carmenton],” Gibson says. 
“It’s going to impact our housing, with 
increased value. Folks are going to want 
to live near Carmenton, and those neigh-
borhoods that are nearby are already 
experiencing significant value increases 
due to their walkability [to Carmenton].”  

Taken in total, there’s no better time 
to make a home in—or do business in—
Upper Arlington.  

“Our quality of life and our residents 
are benefiting from all of these fantastic 
programs and initiatives that the city has 
undertaken,” Gibson says.

The Coventry Senior 
Living entrance
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If you want to go quickly, go alone. 
If you want to go far, go together.

AFRICAN PROVERB
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Together, our local civic groups – collectively 

known as Network UA – are building community 

and enriching lives.
www.UACommunityRelations.com



For as long as most in Central Ohio can 
remember, Upper Arlington has been one 
of the area’s most desirable places to 
live. The  city is situated just west of Ohio 
State University and is close to just about 
everything, from Downtown offices and 
nightlife attractions to medical centers 
and the John Glenn Columbus Interna-
tional Airport.  

“Upper Arlington has won the lottery 
from a location perspective,” says Mark 
Braunsdorf, owner of Central Ohio builder 
Compass Homes and an Upper Arlington 
resident. “It’s right next to Ohio State. It’s 

very close to Downtown. You want to get 
to the airport? I live on the far west side 
of Arlington, and even if I leave by 5 p.m. 
at rush hour in a rainstorm, I can be at 
the airport in 15 minutes. That blows my 
mind.”  

Those factors mean that demand 
for Upper Arlington housing is off the 
charts. Last year, for instance, Travel + 
Leisure magazine named Upper Arling-
ton the most expensive suburb in Ohio, 
with a median home sale price north of 
$540,000, according to data from Zillow 
and Redfin. But to generate that kind of 

property value and desirability, you need 
more than just a great location.  

UA community development director 
Chad Gibson says demand to live in 
Upper Arlington comes from “a combi-
nation of core components” that include 
city services, location, schools, neigh-
borhoods, events and more. He says 
the city aims to provide extraordinary 
quality of life, which is made possible by 
a well-rounded community with unique 
amenities.  

“We’ve got the walkable areas of Lane 
Avenue and Kingsdale, we’ve got neigh-

Upper Arlington is making room for young professionals, 
established families, seniors and everyone in-between. 

HOMES FOR ALL STAGES OF LIFE

By Andrew King

City of Upper Arlington®

HOUSING
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Town homes in the heart 
of Upper Arlington
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A remodeled home in 
Upper Arlington
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borhood gems like the new Littleton’s 
Market going in the Tremont Center, 
we’ve got the Upper Arlington Farmers 
Market, and we’re close to everything,” 
Gibson says. “So we have the conve-
nience factor, and our property values 
are some of the best in the entire region 
just because of all those factors. People 
know that if they invest here, that their 
investment is safe, and they’re going 
to get services that are on par with the 
investment that they’re making.”  

That combination of demand and 
Upper Arlington’s status as a “safe” 
investment comes at a higher degree 
of difficulty due to the community’s size 
and landlocked nature. The city is less 
than 10 square miles, with a population 
around 37,000, according to the 2020 
census. That means unlike communities 
like Westerville, Hilliard or Dublin, there 
aren’t opportunities for widespread 
housing developments or new commu-
nity projects. Prospective builders in 
Upper Arlington need to be aware of that 
dynamic, and the city needs to toe the 
line between protecting its limited space 
while also inviting projects that keep the 
city vital with the correct mix of housing.  

For single-family housing, that means 
builders largely need to either renovate 
existing units or find creative ways to 
repurpose the few remaining spaces 
within city limits. Craig Tuckerman, owner 

of Tuckerman Home Group,  
says his company only builds around 
10 homes a year, and has the luxury of 
choosing which communities to work 
in. For builders like Tuckerman, Upper 
Arlington doesn’t represent the absolute 
easiest job, but it can still be an excellent 
opportunity. He says his team quickly 
realized that standard plans used for 
other cities don’t apply to Upper Arlington, 
and turned toward being a “pure custom 
builder” for projects within the city. Now, 
they specialize in work that he says 
“improves the housing stock of their com-
munity” by working on projects that start 
as vacant lots or “distressed” properties.  

“Many of those homes are 50, 60, 70, 
100 years old,” Tuckerman says. “You 
know, a lot of the homes that we’ve torn 
down literally had dirt floors in the base-
ments, were hoarders’ homes, raccoons 
living there, just like what you’d see on 
TV. ... So we’re taking a home of that 
quality and turning it into a brand new, 
energy-efficient, architecturally pleasing 
home that’s going to be there for another 
hundred years.”  

The other single-family housing 
option comes in the form of remodeling 
rather than starting from scratch. Bryce 
Jacob owns Element One, a design and 
remodeling studio with a Central Ohio 
focus. He says Upper Arlington has seen 
a steady increase in remodel projects 

Looking for a home in Upper 
Arlington? If so, let's talk! 
I've been helping Buyers and 
Sellers in UA for the past 20 
years and I'd love to help 
you. Contact me and we'll put 
together a plan that meets 
your goals. I look forward to 
talking with you soon!

cherylgodard@kw.com
614-353-8711

SOLD

2730 Edington Road 2292 Dorset Road

SOLD

SOLD

2294 Club Road 1983 Coventry Road

SOLD

SOLD

2424 W. Lane  Avenue 1800 Cambridge Blvd.

SOLD
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Restaurants are part of 
the walkable mixed-use 

Westmont at the Lane 
project on Lane Avenue.

A stone home in 
Upper Arlington
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Home Watch Columbus
Central Ohio’s First NHWA  

Certified Home Watch Professional
Problems can arise in any property, but when left 
unattended a small issue can quickly turn into a 
disaster. No one should have to return home to 
find costly damage or try to manage repairs long 
distance.

Home Watch Columbus provides risk mitigation 
by conducting routine interior and exterior visual 
inspections of a property looking for obvious 
issues, and each visit includes a gps/time 
stamped report with detailed findings.

With one simple goal—providing our clients peace 
of mind, Home Watch Columbus is dedicated to 
protecting your investment by providing trusted 
property care and assistance, and maintaining 
confidentiality.

SNOWBIRD?  

FREQUENT TRAVELER?  

UNOCCUPIED PROPERTY OWNER?

 »  Home Watch Inspections for 
Homeowners, Realtors,  
Banks, Estate Attorneys, RBO

 » Project Management
 » Key Holder Service
 » Vehicle Monitoring & Start Up
 » Concierge Services

Our Services

info@homewatchcolumbus.com

614.562.9371 
homewatchcolumbus.com
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over the years, especially post-COVID, as 
people look to make additions that give 
them more space for rooms like home 
offices that compensate for spending 
more time at home. While projects were 
once largely focused on areas like the 
kitchen or living space, Jacob is starting 
to see both “long-term owners and new 
buyers” make larger-scale additions to 
their homes, especially for the increasing 
number of Upper Arlington residents who 
have moved from a part of the country 
with higher home values, giving them 
extra money to spend. But no matter the 
type of remodel, Jacob’s customers want 
their home to still feel like part of Upper 
Arlington. 

“We work with some people who have 
been in their home and love its character, 
so we’re modernizing while keeping it 

in that character,” he says. “One of the 
things we emphasize is that we’re not 
going to make your addition look like an 
addition. We’re going to make it look like 
a continuation of a home. We don’t want 
people to drive by your home and say, 
‘That’s a nice addition.’ We want them to 
say, ‘That’s a beautiful home.’ ”  

But the tightrope walk of Upper Arling-
ton housing isn’t just about single-family 
homes. Community leaders know they 
need to offer some multifamily options, 
and a variety of recent projects have 
added diversity to the city’s housing 
stock in the form of apartments and 
independent- or assisted-living spaces, 
while also bringing amenities like retail 
and restaurants that create a distinctive 
community feel.  

For instance, the Kingsdale mixed-use 
project features a seven-story senior 
housing complex with 142 assisted- and 
independent-living units, a seven-story 
apartment building with 325 one- and 
two- bedroom units and structured park-
ing, along with eight two-story townho-
mes. The Arlington Gateway project is a 
visible bit of construction at the entry to 
Upper Arlington on Lane Avenue that will 
include office space and structured park-
ing in addition to the apartments, shops 
and restaurants.  

Frank Kass, partner and chairman of 
Continental Real Estate Cos., is involved 
in both of those development projects. 
He praises Upper Arlington’s “conscious 
decisions” to develop projects that fit the 
character of the community while pro-
viding it the housing it needs. And while 
some may associate Upper Arlington 
mostly with single-family homes, Kass 
emphasizes the importance of building 
the next generation of demand through 
these mixed uses.  

“Having 500 or 550 high-quality urban 
apartments close to shopping, restau-
rants, single-family homes and the com-
munity center cements Upper Arlington 
because, if [residents] want to live there 
as a 24-year-old or a 32-year-old, they’re 
going to want to live there after they have 
a kid or two in Upper Arlington schools,” 
he says. “There’s not a lot of land, so 
you’re not going to find a developer to 
come in and put a subdivision in with 75 

CLUB PILATES 
GRANDVIEW YARD 
614.776.0282
1080 Yard St.
Grandview Heights OH 43212

CLUB PILATES HILLIARD 
614.927.0977
3750 Fishinger Blvd. 
Hilliard, OH 43026

Mention this ad for 
$0 Enrollment!

Tone & Strengthen

Improve Balance

Reduce Stress

Boost Flexibility

Eliminate Aches & Pains
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Tree-lined 
sidewalks at 
Fancyburg Park
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Subscribe to

Go to columbusmonthly.com or call (760) 237-8505.

Subscribe or renew your annual subscription
to Columbus Monthly for $18.

Cindy Braun - Broker, Ohio Licensed Appraiser 
Columbus Realtors, 25 Million Dollar Club

Cindy Braun  
614-226-3520 
cindybraun10@gmail.com

Offices located in UA, Grandview and 
Hocking County

homes. So what you do is cultivate the 
customer for their single-family homes 
and their school district by bringing in 
young people who just love Upper Arling-
ton and would like to stay there as they 
grow into a family.”  

But demand alone isn’t what makes 
Upper Arlington development run 
smoothly. Braunsdorf, Tuckerman and 
Kass all praise the city’s efficiency and 
working relationships with builders. 
Kass calls Upper Arlington “tremen-
dous” partners, and Tuckerman says 
their approach represents “a monster 
difference.” Gibson says it’s “absolutely” 
important for a small community to cul-
tivate that reputation. He says the city’s 
continuity and streamlining of processes 
have “paid dividends.” For instance, 
Gibson is in his 20th year on the job, and 
works with chief building official Roger 
Eastep, a veteran of 30 years, and senior 
planner Justin Milan, who has been there 
nearly 20 years.  

Between the city’s vision and goodwill 
with developers, the continued growth 
of Ohio State, an overall lack of housing 
stock in Central Ohio and the impact of 
the massive Intel project just down the 
road, it seems unlikely that demand for 
housing will decrease in the short-term 
future in any part of Central Ohio, let 
alone Upper Arlington.  

“There are not a lot of ‘for sale’ signs 
out there in any jurisdiction that we’re 
building in, and days on the market for 
homes are still incredibly low,” Tucker-
man says. “So certainly Arlington is a 
place that we foresee ourselves spend-
ing a good amount of time continuing 
into the future.”
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Let Us  
Tackle Your  
Problems!

   AC Repairs
   AC Replacement
   Furnace Repairs
   Furnace Replacement
   HVAC Repairs
   Plumbing Leaks
   Water Heaters
   Drain Back-Ups
   Gas Leaks
   Tankless Water Heater

www.CarpenterColumbus.com (614) 456-STAT (7828)
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TRANSFORMED 
FACILITIES

Upper Arlington Schools 
are adapting to meet  

modern needs.

When Windermere Elementary School 
principal Julie Nolan meets with 
parents, she often has the urge to say, 
“thank you.”  Along with Wickliffe Ele-
mentary School, Windermere was one of 
two elementary schools in Upper Arling-
ton that were rebuilt from the ground up 
as part of an ongoing facilities master 
plan to improve and modernize the facil-
ities in the school district. In the first 
phase of the master plan, Upper Arling-
ton High School was also rebuilt, and 
the district’s other elementary schools 
underwent significant renovations. 

To provide the overwhelming major-
ity of the money to execute this phase 
of the master plan, Upper Arlington 
residents passed a bond issue in 
November 2017 that contributed $230 
million for the assorted rebuilds and 
renovations. An additional $7.5 million 
was contributed to the efforts thanks 
to the private contributions of about 
400 donors. 

In light of the community’s clear 
commitment to transforming its school 
buildings, Nolan finds herself full of 
gratitude when she encounters moms 
and dads during the school year.  

“I’ve said this every time I get in 
front of parents: a huge thank you for 
supporting the bond and the levy years 
ago, because it does make a differ-
ence,” Nolan says.  

What kind of difference have the 
improvements made? Just ask Bob 
Hunt, the recently hired superintendent 
of Upper Arlington Schools who, upon 
coming onto the job, encountered 
fresh, gleaming buildings that catered 
to the needs of learners and those 
who teach them. The usual problems 

associated with aging school infra-
structure were absent.  

“I’ve spent a career not only chas-
ing down what we can and should be 
doing from a teaching and learning 
standpoint, but also hunting down 
HVAC problems and roof leaks [before 
coming to Upper Arlington],” Hunt says. 
“By and large, across the district, a lot 
of those issues do not exist [in Upper 
Arlington]. Really, it allows me to pro-
mote and provoke conversation about 
what’s happening in the schools from a 
teaching and learning perspective.” 

The changes are far from superficial, 
however. Officials describe new or 
reimagined facilities in which space 
has been maximized.  

“I don’t believe our square footage 
is that much different than the old 
building,” Nolan says, comparing 
Windermere’s updated and outdated 
spaces. “It’s just the way this building 
was created for students to utilize 
every inch of space.” 

For Hunt, the goal of creating 
open, collaborative spaces reflects 

the school district’s approach to 
“developing the whole child.” “We 
understand that there are really critical 
skills that we need to develop in young 
people,” he says, pointing to creativity, 
communications and problem-solving. 

“Your ability to do that and pull that 
off really is supported by the space,” 
he says. For example, in the new, 
400,000-square-foot Upper Arlington 
High School, an entire area revolves 
around STEM, computer science and 
robotics. Other spaces are tailored for 
the arts or athletics.  

The rich history of the school district 
is also honored in the new building.  

In addition to areas that recognize 
alumni, as well as past achievements 
in academics and athletics, Hunt 
says, “There’s a room dedicated to our 
education foundation, where people 
can come together and work on how to 
support our schools.” 

Americans with Disabilities Act ac-
cessibility has also been enhanced in 
all of the rebuilt or renovated sites.  

Leaders see the transformed 

By Peter Tonguette

28     UPPER ARLINGTON: A COLUMBUS MONTHLY SUBURBAN SECTION   NOVEMBER 2023

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION
City of Upper Arlington®

EDUCATION

Parents and students wait to enter a 
grand opening celebration at the new 
Upper Arlington High School in 2021.
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We specialize in unmatched 
flavor. Our chop salads and 

rice bowls are a treat for 
your taste buds. 
Try one today!

HARVEST CHOP SALAD

KOREAN CHICKEN CHOP SALAD

SOUTHWEST CHIPOTLE CHOP SALAD

BBQ CHICKEN CHOP SALAD

KOREAN CHICKEN CHOP SALAD

SOUTHWEST CHIPOTLE CHOP SALAD

BBQ CHICKEN CHOP SALAD

Choose Flavor! 
At CHOP5,

Chop Salads

Rice Bowls

MEXICAN RICE BOWL

CAULIFLOWER  
RICE VEGGIE BOWL

SPICY TERIYAKI  
CHICKEN RICE BOWL

QUINOA VEGGIE BOWL

and many more dishes
NOW OPEN 

Upper Arlington
1305 W. Lane Ave. Columbus, OH 43221

 www.CHOP5.com 

Eat with no regrets.TM.

Private School  
Options in UA

Upper Arlington boasts a number of pri-
vate schools, several of which have made 
their own recent improvements to their fa-
cilities or additions to their programming. 

The Wellington School, serving 
preschool through grade 12, has 695 
students and a student-to-teacher ratio 
of 8-to-1. “Families enjoy a diverse and 
authentic community that is deeply com-
mitted to the well-being and belonging 
of each individual,” says head of school 
Jeff Terwin. “In and out of the classroom, 
students have the freedom and resources 
to explore interests that spark their curios-
ity, all while being appropriately challenged 
and building a solid academic foundation 
to power their next steps.” 

For some Wellington students, those 
next steps include stepping across the 
globe. Last year, the school introduced the 
Wellington International Student Experience, 
which offers a global engagement class 
taken during a student’s sophomore year 
that is then followed by an international 
travel experience. “This year, students are 
preparing to travel to Zimbabwe, Norway 
and France,” Terwin says.

Within Wellington’s walls, a new ear-
ly childhood and middle school wing 
opened in January, adding more than 
40,000 square feet of learning space and 
collaborative commons to the campus, 
Terwin says.  

St. Agatha School, with 209 students 
from preschool through eighth grade, 
offers all the benefits of a religiously 
informed education. “Parents choose St. 
Agatha School because they know their 
children will learn about their Catholic 
faith and how to incorporate it into their 
everyday lives,” says principal Veronica 
Stemen, whose school recently complet-
ed a renovation of a gym, including a new 
wooden floor. Classrooms boast smart 
TVs and make use of the Juno PA sys-
tem, she says.

Those modern tools leave students 
equipped for their future educational 
goals. “Our students excel when they go 
on to high school,” Stemen says.  

St. Andrew School, also offering pre-
school through eighth grade, inculcates 
students in the Catholic faith in a modern 
setting, including the 2013 completion 
of a two-phase renovation that included 
updated classrooms and a new multipur-
pose room. 

facilities as essential. In the final anal-
ysis, however, most speak of them as 
merely a vessel for the educators and 
students who spend their days there.    

“If you walk through our buildings, 
there’s a genuine care about each 
individual student,” Hunt says. “We are 
a public high school where students 
come from all different backgrounds, 
and we want to create environments 
in which they feel welcomed and 
supported and free to be who they 
are,” says Hunt, adding that the school 
district is discussing ways to strength-
en its commitment to diversity, equity 
and inclusion. 

Upper Arlington’s dedication to 
learning extends to its vibrant library 
system, which is the 18th largest in 
Ohio by circulation and has returned 
to, or eclipsed, pre-pandemic usage. 
Library officials see it as complemen-
tary to the school system. 

The Upper Arlington Public Library—
with branches on Tremont Road, Lane 
Road and in Miller Park—sees itself 
functioning as “a child’s first school,” 
says library director Beth Hatch. 

“It’s [a child’s] first opportunity 
to be socialized with other parents 
and other children,” Hatch says. “We 
have a baby time, so parents bring 
their babies in and it’s their first foray 
into that socialization.” Numerous 
programs, including art activities, 
scavenger hunts and story times, 
keep young readers coming back to 
the library as they grow up. “There’s 
always something going on at the 
library,” Hatch says.  

And, through a special partner-
ship with Upper Arlington Schools, 
the library offers exclusive cards for 
teachers to borrow materials for their 
classrooms. 

Meanwhile, the school district is 
looking confidently to the future. 
Enrollment has grown over the last 
decade, and projections suggest the 
growth will continue, says director of 
communications Karen Truett.  

“A family raises their children here, 
and then at some point, they sell that 
family house and a new family moves 
in with three kids,” Truett says. “Maybe 
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People explore 
the new Upper 
Arlington High 
School at an open 
house in 2021.

we haven’t had any students coming 
out of that house for five or 10 years, 
and then suddenly we have three stu-
dents going out of that house.”  

To that end, future plans will  
address the facility needs of three 
schools that were not part of the first 
phase of the master plan: Burbank 
Early Childhood School and the dis-
trict’s two middle schools. 

“Those three buildings were iden-
tified as phase two of the facilities 
master planning process,” Truett says. 
“That would be something that the 
district and the community will work 
together on in future years to identify 
how any needs in those buildings will 
be addressed.”  

From the perspective of Nolan, the 
principal of Windermere Elementary 
School, having great facilities pro-
motes, fosters and results in meaning-
ful learning that will last a lifetime.  

“The best compliment I and our staff 
get is that [the students] love school 
and that they love coming to school 
here and to all of our buildings,” Nolan 
says. “The facility is an important 
piece, but how our community embrac-
es it is even more important.”
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If you needed another 
reason to choose UA, 
here it is!
COMING SPRING OF 2025:
Upper Arlington’s Bob Crane 
Community Center

upperarlingtonoh.gov
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Central Location | Safe Neighborhoods | Educated Workforce  

Various Housing Options | Impressive Demographics | Beautiful Parks  
First Rate Services | Community Events | Amenity Rich Business Districts

Let us welcome you to the UA community!




